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Removing the 5-Year Wait for Immigrant Children

who are Lawfully Residing in Florida

Senate Bill 282 by Sen. René Garcia/House Bill 7 by Rep. Jose Felix Diaz

The Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009 (CHIPRA) gave states the
option to cover lawfully residing immigrant children though Medicaid and the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) without enduring the five-year waiting period that applies to most public
assistance programs for immigrants.

Extending coverage to these children is likely not only to improve their health outcomes, but also to
reduce the cost of uncompensated care in the health system as a whole. Low-income immigrant
children who are insured are more likely to receive preventive health care and less likely to use
hospital emergency rooms.

In its analysis of HB 7 (2014), AHCA has estimated that approximately 25,555 lawfully residing
immigrant children would be eligible for KidCare under this bill. This would increase total KidCare
enrollment by only one percent.

If enacted in 2014-15:
o The maximum cost to the state for covering these children would total about $21 million for all
KidCare components, including Florida Healthy Kids, MediKids, CMS, and Medicaid for Children.

o Asaresult of the enhanced FMAP rate, Florida would draw down approximately $49 million in
federal matching funds.

o Expanding coverage to lawfully residing children will reduce costs associated with providing
Emergency Medicaid Assistance (EMA) for Non-Citizens.

This legislation does not seek to eliminate the waiting period for adult legal immigrants. Furthermore,
these bills reaffirm that undocumented immigrants will continue to be ineligible for both Medicaid and
CHIP, regardless of how long they have resided in the United States.

Endorsed by:

United f'"ﬂ &\\/greater }. CHILDREN'S mﬂm
%rmiami OSPIT EMENT
Klds ///m ‘chamber " 11‘ Aeeiution MOV = o Florida

United Way of Florida ~ 4.iding o Legocy of Healhy Chidrer of commerce Champions for Children’s Health

florida Early &%,
@ covering Kids™ The iﬁi E%aar:\t:'c‘:% q;}ﬁ fcl?'l"Adlﬁ

of Miami-Dade/Monroe

Florida Chapter b’ P1CO united Florida
American Academy of Pediatrics ‘ Unlocking the Power of People™

FLORIDA CENTER FOR FISCAL
e AND ECONOMIC POLICY



